




1 Corinthians 1:17-21NIV

17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel—not with 

wisdom and eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. 18 For 

the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 

who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written: “I will destroy 

the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.” [Isaiah 

29:14] 
20 Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the 

philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21

For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know 

him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save 

those who believe.



1 Corinthians 1:22-31NIV

22 Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ 

crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those 

whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 

wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, 

and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength. . . . 30 It is because 

of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from 

God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31 Therefore, as it is 

written: “Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.”. 



1 Corinthians 2:4-7NIV

4 My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but 

with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, 5 so that your faith (TRUST) might 

not rest on human wisdom, but on God’s power. 6 We do, however, speak a 

message of wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of this age or of the 

rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. 7 No, we declare God’s wisdom, 

a mystery that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time 

began. 8 None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would 

not have crucified the Lord of glory.

Romans 11:25 The Mystery of salvation for the Jews

Ephesians 3:3 The Mystery of salvation for the Gentiles
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Matthew 11:19-20; Luke 7:34

The Son of man came eating and drinking, and they say, Behold a man 

gluttonous, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners. But wisdom is 

justified of her children.

19 The Son of Man came, eating freely and drinking wine — so they say, ‘Aha! 

A glutton and a drunkard! A friend of tax-collectors and sinners!’ Well, the 

proof of wisdom is in the actions it produces.”

34 The Son of Man has come eating and drinking; and you say, ‘Aha! A glutton 

and a drunkard! A friend of tax-collectors and sinners!’ 35 Well, the proof of 

wisdom is in all the kinds of people it produces.”




